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FACTS ABOUT TEXAS
 

Population:  20,851,820 (as of 2000 census) 

State flower:  Bluebonnet 

Capital:  Austin 

State bird:  Mockingbird 

State tree:  Pecan 

State nickname:  The Lone Star State 

State song:  “Texas, Our Texas” 

Largest cities:  Houston, Dallas, San Antonio, El Paso, Fort Worth, Austin 

Major land areas:  Basin and Range Province, Interior Lowlands, Great Plains, Gulf 
Coastal Plains 

Lowest point:  Along the Gulf of Mexico, sea level 

Highest point:  Guadalupe Peak, 8,749 feet above sea level 

Major rivers:  Rio Grande River, Nueces River, San Antonio River, Guadalupe River, 
Lavaca River, Colorado River, Brazos River, San Jacinto River, Trinity River, Neches 
River, Sabine River, Red River, Canadian River 

Major bodies of water:  Amistad Reservoir, Galveston Bay, Gulf of Mexico, Lake 
Meredith, Lake Texoma (artificial), Sam Rayburn Reservoir, Toledo Bend Reservoir, 
Lake Livingston, Falcon Reservoir 

Climate:  In January, average temperatures range from 40°F in the Panhandle to 
61°F in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. In July, average temperatures range from 
78°F in the Panhandle to 84°F in the Valley. Yearly precipitation ranges from 8 
inches in West Texas to 59 inches along the Sabine River. 

Resources, industries, and products:  Oil and gas extraction; industrial machinery 
and equipment; chemical and allied products; electric and electronic products; 
trade; services; cattle; cotton. 

History:  Spanish explorers reached Texas during the early sixteenth century. The 
first settlements were established by Spanish missionaries in 1682 near present-day 
El Paso. Most of the region belonged to Spain until 1821, when Mexico broke from 
Spain and Texas became part of Mexico. American settlers in Texas revolted 
against Mexican rule in 1836. Texas then became an independent republic. In 
1845 Texas became the twenty-eighth state. 

Historic sites:  The Alamo, San Jacinto Monument, Mission San Jose, Lyndon B. 
Johnson Space Center, Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Big Bend National Park, 
Guadalupe Mountains National Park, the State Capitol. 
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FACTS ABOUT TEXAS
 

Unusual facts:  Texas is one of three states that have been independent countries. 
(The other two are Hawaii and Vermont.) King Ranch, a cattle ranch in Texas, is 
about the same size as the state of Rhode Island. 

Original American Indian groups:  Caddo, Coahuiltecan, Comanche, Karankawan, 
Lipan, Shuman, Tonkawan, Wichita 
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