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Ethics Advisory Opinions 
EAO-535. Application of Chapter 305 of the Government Code to an 
attorney's activities in response to certain invitations from members of 
the legislative branch to discuss pending legislation on behalf of the 
attorney's clients. (AOR-596, AOR-597) 

SUMMARY 

Under the facts as described in this opinion, an attorney who accepts 
an invitation from a member of the legislative branch to discuss pend-
ing legislation with the intent to influence legislation, and who receives 
compensation in excess of $1,000 in a calendar quarter, would be re-
quired to register as a lobbyist under Chapter 305 of the Government 
Code. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by §571.091 of the Gov-
ernment Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) §2152.064, Govern-
ment Code; and (11) §2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 
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Ethics Advisory Opinions 
EAO-536. Whether a judicial officeholder may use political contribu-
tions to pay reasonable and necessary travel expenses to teach at a legal 
conference. (AOR-608) 

SUMMARY 

A judicial officeholder may use political contributions to pay reason-
able and necessary travel expenses to teach at the legal conference de-
scribed in this request. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by §571.091 of the Gov-
ernment Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) §2152.064, Govern-
ment Code; and (11) §2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 
TRD-201601701 
Natalia Luna Ashley 
Executive Director 
Texas Ethics Commission 
Filed: April 12, 2016 

Ethics Advisory Opinions 
EAO-537. Whether a legislator may accept a tax deduction for donat-
ing property to the state. (AOR-609) 

SUMMARY 

A legislator may accept a tax deduction for the donation of property 
or money to the state if the legislator is lawfully entitled to receive 
the deduction under the applicable federal or Texas tax laws and the 
valuation of the donation is not connected to the legislator's status as a 
public servant. 

The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by §571.091 of the Gov-
ernment Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) §2152.064, Govern-
ment Code; and (11) §2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 
TRD-201601703 
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Executive Director 
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Ethics Advisory Opinions 
EAO-538. Whether a communication relating to a measure election 
complies with §255.003 of the Election Code. (AOR-610) 

SUMMARY 

For purposes of §255.003 of the Election Code, the attached brochure 
is not political advertising and, therefore, public funds may be used to 
distribute the brochure unless an officer or employee of the city autho-
rizing such use of public funds knows that the brochure contains false 
information. 
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The Texas Ethics Commission is authorized by §571.091 of the Gov-
ernment Code to issue advisory opinions in regard to the following 
statutes: (1) Chapter 572, Government Code; (2) Chapter 302, Gov-
ernment Code; (3) Chapter 303, Government Code; (4) Chapter 305, 
Government Code; (5) Chapter 2004, Government Code; (6) Title 15, 
Election Code; (7) Chapter 159, Local Government Code; (8) Chapter 
36, Penal Code; (9) Chapter 39, Penal Code; (10) §2152.064, Govern-
ment Code; and (11) §2155.003, Government Code. 

Questions on particular submissions should be addressed to the Texas 
Ethics Commission, P.O. Box 12070, Capitol Station, Austin, Texas 
78711-2070, (512) 463-5800. 
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